
Architecture: Mike Shively and Lucas Goldbach, En Masse Architecture and Design  Interior Design: Andrea Goldman, Andrea Goldman Design  
Home Builder: Jon Kogan, Highgate Builders  Landscape Architecture: Ryan Kettelkamp, Kettelkamp & Kettelkamp Landscape Architecture, LLC

Shadow Play
Abundant natural light and a moody palette  
bring a bit of the Rockies to the North Shore.
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The Urban Electric Co. pendant illuminates the entry hall, featuring a wall  
of the exterior stone. Atop the Shiir rug, a bench from DeMuro Das upholstered 

in a Holly Hunt fabric establishes a perch overlooking the patio.

ountain houses have 
many attributes worth 
exalting: cleaner air, 
scenic views of snow-
capped peaks and the 
feeling of instant calm 
that happens when you’re 
surrounded by nature. 

But for one empty-nester Chicago couple, the 
appeal was something much more concrete—
literally. They had built a modern vacation home 
in Telluride, Colorado, 10 years ago and loved its 
mix of materials (namely the afore-mentioned 
composite) centralized floor plan and radiant-
heat floors—so much so that they hoped to repeat 
some of that magic in a North Shore new build. 
“We love the warmth of the Telluride house even 
on snowy days,” says the husband, who foresaw 
a forever home in Chicagoland that encouraged 
visitors, including the couple’s three adult 
children who live out of state. “In Colorado, 
we all live in the kitchen when we have guests. 
We wanted that same functionality here.”

To accomplish this, they assembled a team 
led by architects Mike Shively and Lucas 
Goldbach that included interior designer 
Andrea Goldman and builder Jon Kogan. Starting 
from scratch meant the couple could recreate the 
features of their mountain retreat they’d grown 
fond of, particularly its medley of steel, glass, 
stone and wood, and an open floor plan organized 
around a central gathering hub. “Priorities shift 
when a home goes from a place where you’re 
raising a family to one where you’re welcoming 
that family back as guests,” Goldbach says. 

Utilizing an H-shaped layout, Shively and 
Goldbach designed and situated the house in  
a way that encourages connection to the outdoors 
while shielding the neighbors on each side. In a 
region with frequent gray skies, natural light is 
a precious commodity, so the architects sought 
clever ways to accentuate it, such as floor-to-
ceiling windows across most of the rear-facing 
rooms and the addition of a ridge skylight in 
the family room. “The light changes so much 
throughout the day as the sun moves across the 
space,” Shively says. “This skylight helps connect 
you to your surroundings, always making you 
aware of the time of day.”

For the interior finishes, the architects looked 
to the exterior’s Fond du Lac stone, which makes 
multiple appearances throughout the home. 
Using that stone as a baseline, they layered on 
more organic notes in the form of ebonized oak 
cabinetry, grayish wood tones in the ceiling 
treatment and an earthy concrete floor, which 
features radiant heat. “We wanted to give them 
the materials of a mountain home, but also interpret 
them in the context of this neighborhood, so 
there’s a level of refinement and tailoring that’s 
appropriate for the setting,” Goldbach says.

To usher the house into its final stage, Goldman 
brought in all of the lighting, furnishings, rugs 
and window treatments, following two major 
directives: “The wife didn’t want a lick of white 
furniture,” the designer says. “And every seat had 
to be something that you would actually want to 
sit on.” To that end, she played with a moodier 
palette, incorporating plush textiles such as 
bouclé and velvet in seating areas. And when 
light shades were used, Goldman chose soft-gray 
performance fabrics. The result is a richly layered 
neutral space with rare jolts of color in the form 
of navy Milo Baughman dining chairs and a pair of 
blue-green swivel chairs in the four-seasons room. 
“We didn’t want to use any color or pattern that 
might compete with the materials the architects 
had selected and with what’s happening outside,” 
she adds. 

Beyond the wall of windows, landscape architect 
Ryan Kettelkamp designed an outdoor space for 
the wife—who is an avid gardener—featuring 
peonies, coneflowers, hydrangeas and birches. 
Planting pyramidal Eastern white cedar trees 
provides a privacy screen from the neighbors. 
Working with Shively and Goldbach, he continued 
the stone, so prevalent in the home, to the rear 
terrace, fire pit and spa. Of the collaboration, he 
says, “When there is a creative dialogue between 
the architect and landscape architect, that synergy 
delivers memorable results.”  

No one appreciates that symbiosis more than 
the clients. “It’s very hard to express in words how 
we feel about the people who helped us design 
and build this home,” the husband says. “We were 
fortunate to find a team who could translate 
our vision into something better than we ever 
could’ve imagined.” 
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A custom sectional covered in 
Perennials fabric defines the 

family room. Adding contrast in the 
kitchen are ebonized cupboards 

by New Style Cabinets, a black 
soapstone waterfall island and 
smoked glass-and-steel Fuse 

Lighting pendants.

L U X E S O U R C E . C O M 193



Left: “We design from the inside 
out,” says architect Mike Shively 
of En Masse Architecture and 
Design. That mindset applies to 
the custom cabinetry in ebonized 
rift-sawn white oak offering hidden 
storage near the stairway.

Opposite: In the four-seasons 
room, designer Andrea Goldman 
incorporated a pair of Kimberly 
Denman Inc. swivel chairs to take 
in the view. An Eric Kuster basket-
weave ottoman, wool rug from 
Oscar Isberian Rugs and custom 
sofa create textural interest.
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Left: On an upper landing, a sepia-
toned glass multi-light pendant by 
John Pomp draws the eye upward 
while a Lincoln Schatz triptych 
shows a placid outdoor scene. 
Underfoot is an Oscar Isberian 
Rug floor covering.

Opposite: In lieu of a traditional 
desk in the study, Goldman opted 
for an RH table base, and had DTK 
Stone Works cut a top to match the 
Pietra Grey quartz counters along 
the room’s perimeter. Built-ins by 
New Style Cabinets are painted 
Benjamin Moore’s Shaker Gray.
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Above: With its rich gray veining, honed Imperial Danby marble surrounding the tub provides  
an elegant companion to a custom walnut vanity in the primary bath. An unlacquered brass faucet 
from Waterworks will develop an even deeper patina over time. 

Opposite: Phillip Jeffries’ silk wallcovering lends a gray backdrop for the primary bedroom, where 
a custom king bed upholstered in Nobilis fabric from Holly Hunt sets a restful tone. Above a custom 
nightstand, a Harlow pendant by Gabriel Scott is ideal for bedside reading.
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